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May ï June, 2010 

The BUGLER 
A publication of the Wayzata American Legion  

Ernest Aselton Post 118 

www.wayzatalegion.org 

COMMANDERôS  UPDATE 

Congratulations to Ted Jerde 

who received his 50 continu-

ous years of membership pin 

at our April Post meeting. He 

was also presented with a cer-

tificate from National head-

quarters recognizing his years 

of membership in the Ameri-

can Legion. Membership 

chairman Bill Stein has more 

certificates for our members 

who are still wintering down 

south. 

 

Memorial Day is May 31st and we will once again do Me-

morial services with rifle salute and taps at Parkers Lake, 

Greenlawn, Old Wayzata, and Summit Hill cemeteries, with 

a program at Heritage Park to follow. Our featured speakers 

will be Wayzata Mayor Ken Willcox and Viet Nam veteran 

and former POW Jerry Driscoll  at Summit and Heritage 

Park services. Post members will place flags at graves of 

veterans for Memorial Day and flags should be flown at 

half staff until noon on Memorial Day. Special thanks to 

Chris Peterson and Gene Lesser for their time and talent 

used to repair the flagpole at Parkers Lake cemetery. The 

pulleys were worn and rusted and the rope old and frayed. 

Chris and Gene were able to swing the pole down and re-

place all the moving parts. 

 

The 10th District convention will be held on May 21 ï 23rd 

at the Osseo Post. There we will close out the 2010 Legion 

year for the District and elect new officers for 2011. Post 

reports of activities will be compiled, with trophies and 

awards given to Posts for membership and achievement. 

Bill Stein, Tom Teresi and myself will attend. 

 

Membership at Wayzata has slowed to a trickle. We are still 

21 members short of goal. Hopefully the snowbirds are 

back and will send in their dues to help us reach another 

goal and all time high for membership. Your dues helps the 

American Legion lobby the government for veterans 

causes.  

 

Election of officers and trustees will be held at the May 10th 

Post meeting. A slate of officer and trustee candidates was 

read at the April Post meeting by nominating committee 

chairman Dale Briner. Anyone wishing to run for Post or 

Trustee office can be nominated from the floor at the May 

meeting. The entire list of candidates is printed elsewhere in 

this issue. We are always looking for new faces and fresh 

ideas.  New officer installation will be at our June 14th  

Post meeting.  Join us for a nice evening! 

 

Remember to fly your flag on Memorial Day and Flag Day. 

If you need a new flag they are available at the Post. Also 

support our advertisers, they help to defray the cost of the 

Bugler. 

 

I Hope to see you on Memorial Day, 

 

John Grecula 

Commander 

 

*** Memorial Day Ceremonies ***  

 

Please join us on Monday, May 31st at our local ceme-
teries and Heritage Park to observe Memorial Day:  

 

Honor Guard Ceremonies: 

8:30 Parkerôs Lake Cemetery 

9:15 Greenlawn Cemetery 

9:45 Old Wayzata Cemetery 

10:30 Summit Hill Cemetery 

 

11:30 Heritage Park Memorial Day program. 

 

You are invited back to the Post for refreshments 

after the Heritage Park program. 

*** Bugler publishing & Post 118 website *** 
Always check our website for the Bugler and other news and in-

formation regarding the American Legion and especially our Post.  

Remember the Bugler is there about 10 days before it comes in 

your mailbox.  Send email address to us at: 

bugler@wayzatalegion.org and weôll keep you Posted.  We will 

not sell or share your address! 

Commanderôs Update 
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*** Trustee News ***  
 

We had the Salvation Army here on Saturday, April 17th 

from 9 am until 4 pm and the donations were more than they 

anticipated so they had to call for another truck to pick up 

the excess donations. Thanks to everybody who donated to 

make it a success. 

 

I want to thank everybody for signing in when you visit the 

Post.  Hopefully this will become a habit so we don't have to 

remind everybody when you come in. Weôll be working on 

the new smoking area out front, as soon as the City of Way-

zata OK's the plans. 

 

The Friday dinner for May 21 is Turkey with mashed potato, 

gravy, stuffing, corn, dinner salad and roll for $9.  The June 

18th dinner will be all you can eat Mexican dinner including 

tacos, burritos  with rice and  refried beans, $9. 

 

If anybody has ideas that they would like us to try for a Fri-

day night meal, contact either Matt Barnes or myself with 

your suggestions. 

 

Butch Quast 

Chairman 

 

*** Mother's Day Brunch ***  
  

Prime Rib * Baked Ham * Broasted Chicken 

Apple Spice or Blueberry Waffles 

French Toast 

Scrambled Eggs 

Hash browns 

Sausage Links & Bacon 

Oven-Roasted Red Potatoes 

California Blend Vegetables 

Pasta Salad & Fresh Fruit 

Pistachio Fluff Fruit Salad 

 

Dessert Choices 

Coffee & Orange Juice  

 

Serving From 9:30 - 1:00 

$15  Make Reservations at the Bar or call 952-473-7678 

 

Greetings to Lady Connie & Lady Gaga, also,  welcome 

John & Jan and Jan & Dean! 

 
'Never tell the Platoon Sergeant you have nothing to do.' 

 - Unknown Infantry Recruit 
 
'You, you, and you ... Panic. The rest of you, come with me.' 

 - Infantry Sgt. 

*** Membership ***  
 

Thank you to all of our paid up 2010 members but as of last 

week, we are 20 members short of our goal.  We have 574 

paid members and our goal is 594.  I am asking all of our 

members to check your membership card.  If it says 2009 on 

it, you are delinquent in paying your dues.  We have a few 

people that had paid twice and I will apply their checks for 

next years due and will send their 2011 card when they ar-

rive later this Summer. 

Our Post has been fortunate to reach our goal and All Time 

High the past 15 years so we need your help by paying your 

2010 dues.  Our Post is at 96% paid but in order to reach our 

goal, we need the last 4% to pay their dues.  If you are hav-

ing a problem or a medical issue, please let Jerry or myself 

know of your situation and we can help. 

In February we had the National Commander of the Ameri-

can Legion, Clarence Hill visit our Post.  He asked veterans 

to stand together to support our Legion programs.  His focus 

is on membership with his challenge to the Posts to recruit, 

retain and reinstate all eligible veterans.  That is the same 

message we are sending here to those who have not yet paid.  

Remember the second Monday of the month is our regular 

meeting night so plan to attend. 

 

Hereôs an idea - why not can give someone an American 

Legion membership or pay for their renewal?  Dues are only 

$37 - a great gift! 

 

Your membership team -  

Bill Stein  Home 952-955-2135, Cell 952-212-7789 

Jerry Martin  Home 763-496-8085, Cell 612-760-1089 

 

Email your comments, notes, articles, photos to: 

Bugler@wayzatalegion.org   Thank you! 

 

** Job Opening **  
  

Assistant Gambling Manager.  If you are a member and your 

heart is still beating, you may qualify. This sought after posi-

tion is now open.  The benefits are too numerous to men-

tion.  Call 952-475-1435, ask for Bob, or because this lucra-

tive position is expected to attract many, you may get a busy 

signal.  Then try 952-473-7678 and leave your name and 

number.  Don't Wait -- Call Now! 

and  ------ GOOD LUCK. 

 

Bob Wohlhaefer 

Gambling Manager 
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*** Auxiliary News ***  
Spring is early this year so we want to be outside 

more then ever now.  I hope that everyone is en-

joying our early Spring.  Memorial Day will be 

upon us very soon.  Wayzata Post, SAL & Auxil-

iary perform a ceremony at the cemeteryôs and 

Heritage Park.  Check the Bugler for times and 

places.  See you there. 

 

May is also Poppy month and you will notice that 

we will have Poppy Cards at the bar again.  Ask the bartenders for a 

Poppy Card and make sure you make a donation.  The Auxiliary will have 

a poppy letter is the Bugler mailing.  Please take some time to read it and 

send in a donation to the poppy fund. 

 

The Poppy Story 

A bloody battle was fought during World War I in a region called Flan-

ders.  The area in France was completely devastated.  In the spring of 

1919 the Poppies still bloomed among the ruins and where the men had 

fallen in battle.  The memory that the soldiers brought home was that of 

the Poppies blooming in the field of blood.  The Poppy became a symbol 

of sacrifice of lives during the war and represented the hope that none had 

died in vain. 

A poem was written about the battle in Flanders Fields and the Poppy by 

Col. John McRae in 1915. 

  In Flanderôs fields, the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our placeé 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch ï be yours to hold it high 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleepé  

 

One of the original Poppy supporters, Miss Moina Michael was so 

moved by the poem that she wrote a response: 

   éthe blood of heroes never dies 

But lends a luster to the red 

Of the flower that blooms above the dead  

In Flanderôs field.  
At the National Convention of the American Legion in Cleveland on 

September 27-29, 1920, it was resolved to adopt the Poppy as the Ameri-

can Legionôs Memorial Flower.  The American Legion was the first na-

tional organization to adopt the Poppy.      

   In October 1921 at the Organizing Convention of the American Legion 

Auxiliary, the Poppy was adopted as their Memorial Flower.  At that time 

the Auxiliary pledged 100% of the profits from the Poppy distribution to 

be used for servicemen and servicewomen and their families.     

   More that 25,000,000 Poppies are made by the veterans and distributed 

by the American Legion Auxiliary each year.  With the American Legion, 

the S.A.L. and the Auxiliary working together as a family, the Auxiliary is 

able to distribute the flowers to the public in May.  The weekend prior to 

Memorial weekend has become known as Poppy Days.  The money goes 

to the Auxiliary to be used for the veterans in need.      

 
Flander's Field American Cemetery & Memorial 

outside of Waregem, Belgium   

   In November, 1918, on an impulse, Miss Moina Michael bought a 

bouquet of Poppies and handed them to some businessmen holding a 

meeting at the YMCA in New York where she worked.  She asked them 

to wear the Poppies as a tribute to the fallen American Soldiers.  Even 

though World War I was over, Americaôs sons would rest forever in 

Flanderôs fields. 

   In Milwaukee, Wisconsin in June 1919, a refreshment booth was deco-

rated with Poppies.  It was stripped twice of the flowers.  Patriotic Ameri-

cans had taken them and left contributions on the counter.  Volunteers 

collected the money and used it for the benefit of disabled veterans.  

   Mrs. Mary Hanecy was a volunteer in Milwaukee that day and saw the 

potential for a fundraiser.  She took her idea to the Milwaukee American 

Legion Post 1.  In 1920 on the Saturday before Memorial Day the Post 

distributed 50,000 Poppies with the assistance of the ladies.  They re-

ceived donations totaling $5,000 that was used for veteran rehabilitation. 

   About the same time Miss Michaels returned to her native state of 

Georgia.  She urged the members of the American Legion to wear the 

poppy as a tribute to their fallen comrades.  The Department of Georgia 

adopted the poppy as its memorial flower, replacing the daisy.  

   In 1921, Legion Posts and Auxiliary Units began to distribute the pop-

pies across the country.  

   In 1924, the ability and skill of the Auxiliary was recognized by the 

American Legion and the responsibility for the poppy program was placed 

in their hands.  Both, Mrs. Hanecy and Miss Michael were honored by the 

American Legion Auxiliary for their contribution to this program to raise 

money for Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation (VA&R).  

   The first poppies, made of silk, were made by French war widows and 

orphans.  When the cost became too expensive, the Auxiliary had to find 

another way of getting them. The first American-made poppies were made 

by veterans in Minnesota hospitals and were made of crepe paper.  Today 

all poppies are made by veterans in poppy shops, maintained and adminis-

tered by the Auxiliary volunteers.  The shops are organized in co-

operation with the VA Medical Centers and other veteran facilities.  The 

material for the poppies is furnished free by the Department in the state 

where the facility is located.  The workers receive pay for each poppy they 

make.  

   Our poppy programs are used to help educate the public.  It is also used 

in the schools.  There is a poppy contest for different age groups and 

awards are given.  There are also artistic and window display centerpiece 

awards.  Miss Poppy Contest awards are also given to junior Miss Poppy 

age 6-12 and Senior Miss poppy age 13-18.   Poppies may be used as table 

decorations or to decorate graves and used year round. 

   Some states may choose to celebrate Poppy Days in November in con-

junction with Veteranôs Day.  In Michigan, we celebrate the weekend 

prior to Memorial Day weekend.  

   The money donated for the poppies goes into a separate Poppy 

Fund.  All monies raised are pledged to be used for servicemen and 

women and their families.  In Indianapolis, Indiana on May 3-4, 1967, 

there was a new resolution and new guidelines were given to the Auxiliary 

for the use of these funds.  The funds are to be used for the rehabilitation 

of veterans honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces 

after April 6, 1917.  It can also be used for the welfare of their families 

and for certain expenses for children and youth. Veterans Affairs and 

Rehabilitation and Field Service Programs are also included.  This is one 

of the most important programs that we have. Poppy Days simply say: 
 

We Remember! 
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Iôm writing about the Veterans Flag thatôs on the back wall of 

the dining room in our Post home. 

   This flag was made during World War II for the ones that 

went to Widsten School (Rice and Broadway) in Wayzata 

and served in World War II.  Widsten School was K-12 at 

that time.  The flag is made with blue stars, one for each per-

son in the war. There are 14 gold stars representing those 

killed in action. 

   After the war, the flag was put in a back closet at the 

school.  Widsten school was closed in 1989 and the flag was 

given to the Wayzata Historical Society.  They, in turn, gave 

it to the American Legion.  The flag was then put in a glass 

case for all to see.   

   Iôm a World War II Veteran. I served in the South pacific 

and am a Past Commander of Post 118 (1997-99). 

 

Marvin J Frost 

(Ed. note. Thanks Marv  for the nice story!) 

Clyde Libby, WWII Veteran of D-Day at Normandy Beach. 

3rd Armored Division shown with daughter, Pam Thomas, 

at our Veterans Day dinner. Clyde died on April 4th at 91. 

Our District Convention will be held in Osseo on May 22nd & 23rd.   Our 

own Shaaron Barnes will be installed as 2nd Vice President.  There will be a 

full report in our July & August Bugler. 

 

June is Girls State month and we are sponsoring nine girls from around our 

community.  They will report to Bethel University on June 13-19.  Our unit 

has two members that will be counselors there this year and they are Heidi 

Cook and Jan Walker.  This year it is the responsibility of the 10th District 

to host the Inauguration Tea.   

 

Please remember that June 14th is Flag Day. 

 

New Unit Slate of Officers for 201-2011: 

President  Jeanne Jessen 

1st Vice  President Judy Stein 

2nd Vice  President  Bev Kinney 

Secretary  Shaaron Barnes 

Treasurer  Joanne Erickson  

Sgt At Arms Issie Holt 

Historian: Jan Walker 

Chairman History  Jan Walker,  

 Children & Youth  Sara Wangstad  

 Girls State: Heidi Cook  

 

This slate of Officers will be voted on at our May meeting. 

 

Jan Walker 

Auxiliary Unit President  

 

Legion Entertainment: 
 

If you see a sign on the wall 

that simply says "Simon", be 

sure to read on.  Those of us 

that have heard Simon realize 

a fun night of music and 

dancing is on the agenda. 

 

Self taught at age 15 in the art 

of playing guitar has put 

Simon in Jimmy Buffett's 

"Cheeseburger Paradise" ever 

since.  While not a new face to Post 118, do you really know who 

Simon is?  Simon Jacques hales from a small fishing village in the 

Highlands of Scotland.  His father  was a chaplain in the British 

army.  Relocating to England in 1968, Simon attended a boarding  

school in Yorkshire from 1974 to 1984.   In 1992 he followed his 

two brothers to Minnesota and became the manager of Wayzata 

Coastal Seafoods until the Bay store closed.  Simon cooks part time 

for our Post and also works at the new MN Twins Target Stadium. 

 

Haven't heard Simon perform?  Blimey!  What are you waiting for! 

 

 

'If the enemy is in range, so are you.' 

 - Infantry Journal- 

 

'Whoever said the pen is mightier than the sword, obviously never 

encountered automatic weapons.' 

 - General MacArthur - 


